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UNPLANNED
By Bradley Walton

SYNOPSIS: A hard look at a young, unmarried couple witly very different
opinions of how to handle their unplanned pregnancy.
CAST OF CHARACTERS

(1 MAN, 1 WOMAN)
MIKE (M)....coiieneiaiieieeieeeeseeeene A young man_iageellege™M love and in a
LISA (f)eeeieieieeeeeeeeeee e A yo ; ollege. In love and
in a relationship with Mike.

SETTING

The scene is set in a college do The set may be suggested with

dorm-style furniture, or a bare stage is als

PROPERTIES

0 Home pregnancyatest

O
Q
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AT RISE:
LISA is in her dorm room, pacing nervously. MIKE enters.

MIKE: Hey. How'd the bio exam go?

LISA: Ididn't go to class this morning.

MIKE: What's wrong? You sick? (LISA turns away \from MIKE
uncomfortably.) Sweetie? What's the matter? ( deep,
ragged breath.) Lisa?

LISA: I... (Swallows, closes her eyes, takegha er breath and
composes herself, then speaks matter-of-factly: pregnant.

(She closes her eyes tightly, her lower lipQguivers, and she
Is herself back
Please _don't lose it, Mike.

breathes quickly for a few seconds,
together. MIKE stands there, stunne
I’'m just barely holding on, and | c@n't keep, it together for both of
us.
MIKE: How do you...you did what, a h
LISA: Yeah.
MIKE: Can | see it?
LISA: You don't believe me?
MIKE: No. | believe you. Itj
LISA: Here. (Shows him
MIKE: |—
LISA: Youwantto s
MIKE: Plus means positi

doesn’'t/seem real.
s that real enough?

LISA: (Shouting. t do you think plus means?!
MIKE: I'm sorry. I'm jus

LISA: | know

MIKE: art, it's okay.

LISA: It
MIKE: Allgight:
LISA:

LISA: No

MIKE
MIKE: When did you find out?
LISA: About 1:00 last night.
MIKE: 1:00? Why didn’t you call me?
LISA: I...I needed some time. To myself.
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MIKE: Have you slept at all?

LISA: No.

MIKE: Lisa, there's no way you can think about this rationally without
any sleep.

LISA: Believe me, I'm plenty wide awake.

MIKE: Okay. Look. Just try to relax.

LISA: I can't relax!

MIKE: 1 know. | understand that. Okay? Just old it together
like you said. You can do it. We can dea his. We talked
about it. Before we ever started having sex. We about what

we were going to do if you got pregnant.
LISA: Yeah. But we were so careful.
MIKE: None of that stuff's a hundredype d we knew that.

There’s always a risk. We took it.
LISA: So now what?
MIKE: | promised you that | wouldn’t w. n you.

LISA: What, are you reminding rself? Do you want to go?

MIKE: No. | wouldn’'t be abl live with myself. And | love you.
Leaving’s not an option.

LISA: Are you sure?

MIKE: Yeah. I'm sure.

MIKE: You won't ha
LISA: (Smiles a little.

finish the semester, at least. I'll go ahead and try to
e job and start saving some money. My parents are

to them.
LISA: Mike—
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MIKE: | guess | should start looking through housing stuff in the
classifieds. Do you think any of your family would let us crash with
them? | mean, | don’t want to move out of state, but we’ll do what
we have to do.

LISA: Mike, | don't want to keep it.

MIKE: What?

LISA: I’'m going to have an abortion.

MIKE: No. You can't—this is my baby, too.

LISA: It's not a baby yet. It's a bunch of cells.

MIKE: It's a bunch of cells that's going to be our urs! Yours
and mine. You can't just...abort that!
LISA: Mike, I love you. | want to marry yc

with you. But not now. Not like this. I

MIKE: Neither am I, but please...I de

LISA: It's my body.

to have children

s. And there’s nothing either of us
can do to change that. Th just the way the biology works. You

did your part, and you're fifii

MIKE: | want to help!
of this!

choice!
MIKE: | am. | think that a woman should have the option to terminate
a pregnancy if she thinks she has to, but you don'’t have to.
LISA: Yes, I do.
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MIKE: Why?

LISA: Because I'm not ready to give up my life. | want to finish
college. | want a job and a career and to make something of
myself before | start a family, and this is going to completely deralil
all of that!

MIKE: Yes. It is. And you knew that was a risk before we ‘ever started
sleeping together. We made a decision that if t ened
we’d get married and keep the baby and mak s work as best
we could.

LISA: | know we did. | thought | could. But | can’t.

MIKE: You're saying...what? That you chapGed' nd?

LISA: Yes. And | know that sounds h | need you to
support me.

MIKE: | can't.

LISA: You said you would!

MIKE: | said | was willing to put m indefinite hold if this

happened! | thought you wer
LISA: Ithought | was, butlgu
MIKE: Look, please. | know4
okay? Just like you saj
those cells to develop
have the right to stop tha
LISA: It's nature’s ¢ people to have sex—to reproduce! But
you agreed to use bhi trol! You had no problem messing with
nature then! w? How is this different?
MIKE: Because a fertili egg is the beginning of a human being.
Of our child
LISA: The g€gg doesn't get fertilized without sex, and you went along
with that.)Xou have a responsibility!

illing to do the same!

aby yet. It's just—it's cells,
the natural course of things is for
ftle human being. Our child. Do we

MIKE: Yg baby!

LISA: e. You had sex with me.

MIK you be so selfish?

LISA: W ou’re a woman and you have this thing growing inside

of you, you can pass judgment on me, but until then, just back off!
| am terrified! Terrified of giving up the rest of my life! Terrified of
giving birth! Terrified of getting an abortion! Terrified that if | let up
on my resolve for even a second, I'm not going to be able to do
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what | have to do, and | will never forgive you if you don’t back me
up.

MIKE: Will you ever forgive me if | do?

LISA: Yes! | think so. | don't know.

MIKE: Will you forgive yourself?

LISA: Maybe. Probably not...

MIKE: Listen to yourself.

LISA: Ithought about this all night.

MIKE: Well think about it some more!

LISA: | weighed every option! And | want m

myself. I'll resent the baby. Mike, |
child! It's better to end it now than t¢ be that kind of a parent.
MIKE: What about adoption? You could give it up for adoption.

MIKE: Me?

LISA: Yes, you. Think how vy, reacting to this. How possessive
you're being. And then tel er you've watched me carry
your child for nine mo t you'd be willing to just stand there

MIKE: Give it to me’
mind later, we could

. You can visit. If you change your
married and—

now what to do when it's sick? Do you even

child? Alone?

aver | have to do.

ou change your mind, huh? What then? Will you try to

0 me? Will you guilt trip me? Or will you wallow in
your miseéry and take it out on the kid? What if you just disappear
when | gointo labor?

MIKE: | won'’t do that.
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LISA: That's what you say. And | know you mean it. But do you have
any idea how many guys have told their pregnant girlfriends they
wouldn’'t walk out? And some of them probably meant it. But when
the hard part came, they just up and left. Things change in
situations like this. People change. I've changed. | can't take
the chance that you'll change, too. I'm getting an gbortign.

MIKE: So that’s it, then.

LISA: That's it.

MIKE: You're going to make a liar out of me.
LISA: What do you mean?

MIKE: (Quietly.) | have to leave.

LISA: What?

MIKE: Maybe sometimes people don'tyea e. They just find
new parts of themselves that they didn’'t knoyw were there.

LISA: Mike—

MIKE: You’re not the person | thought e.

LISA: Ilove you.

MIKE: Maybe you never have

LISA: You said you wouldn’t e ab ive with yourself!

MIKE: Maybe I'm not the pe | thought | was.

LISA: You said leaving %

ption!
MIKE: Or maybe, someti s really do just...change.
LISA: Mike, I'm preg

walk out on me.

THE END
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