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CAST OF CHARACTERS

(7 WOMEN, 6 MEN, 2 EXTRAS)
MRS. PHILLIPS............... The school principal (40 lines
MISS NEILA .........ccccue.e The new teacher (77 lines)
KIM PORTER .................. A student (101 lines)

RICKY PETERS.............. A student (75 lines)

HANNAH HOWELL ....... A student (55 lines)

BENNIE WALKER.......... A student (95 lines)

EDDIE ELLIS.........cce.e. The school bully (32

V[ VAN [ A A student (9 lings)

PHIL ..o A student (11 lines)
CHELSEA.......c.cccoviveree. A cheerleader (173l

NIKKI o A cheerl r (14 lines)
TAMARA ... A chee er (9 lines)
COACH REESE ............... ach (3 lines)
[SYA {23 2R peaking part
HILLARY ..o ing part
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SYNOPSIS OF SCENES

SCENE 1:  Mrs. Phillips’s office
SCENE 2:  School playground

SCENE 3:  Miss Neila’s classroom

SCENE 4:  School gym

SCENE5:  Miss Neila’s classroom

SCENE 6:  Outside of Miss Neila’s house

SCENE 7:  School playground

SCENE 8:  Mrs. Phillips’s office

SCENE 9:  School gym

SCENE 10: Muiss Neila’s classroom Q
PROPERTY

Scene 1
O Teacher’s desk

O Two Chairs
O Telephone
O Various desk supplies
O Framed pictures
O File folders
Scene 2
O Book bags
O Various boo
O Paper sack
O Twinkie in wrapper
O Handk
Scene 3
desk

O Teachef’s chair
O Purse

O Cell phone

O Feeding tube
O Student desks
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O Various books
O Inhaler

Scene 4
O Two basketballs
O Pom-poms
O Reporter’s notebook
O Pencil

O Whistle
O Clipboard

Scene 5
O Chalkboard
O Chalk
O Teacher’s desk
O Teacher’s chair
O Various books
O Handkerchief
O Hand mirror

Scene 6
O Three handheld flas

O Tin foil “hat”
O Inhaler
O Disposable came

Scene 8
O Teachey’s desk
O Three chairs
O Telephone
O Various files and folders
O Books
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O Framed pictures
O Reporter’s Notebook
O Tin foil “hat”

Scene 9
O Accordion
O Chairs for faculty
O Chairs for students

O Various band instruments
O Pom-poms
O Small platform Q

O Folded sheet with poem
O Mrs. Phillip’s notes

O Spray bottle with tube
O Tin foil “hat”

Scene 10

O Teacher’s desk

O Teacher’s chair

O Various folders and papers

O Books

O Student desks

O Purse ;

O Cell phone
Our Teache m n was written for the Whigham Elementary School
Drama Club gham, Georgia in January/February 2007. It is

dedw@ms, Madeleine and Wheeler Lovett, students at the school.
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SCENE 1

Miss Neila is in Mrs. Phillips’s office discussing her students and new
classroom.

MRS. PHILLIPS: We are so glad you've come to Reedsville Middle
School, Miss Neila. The school board has bee ising me a
new teacher for years, and it wasn't until we had students
each other’s laps that they finally let me hire .Q

MISS NEILA: I'm so glad to be here. ThanK yawdor hiring me on
such short notice.

MRS. PHILLIPS: Now, | don’t want you to
little “secret” is safe with me. The less

keep my private life private.
background is a little weird for

a few that you'll need to keep an
eye on. First, there’ Walker, or Bennie as his friends

call him.

is . .. how should we say it . . . a little
everything. Dust, pollen, milk, peanuts plus

MISS NEILAY My gosh . ..

MRS. PHILLIPS: Yeah. Then there’'s Kim Porter . . . a lot of kids call
her “Snoopy” . . .

MISS NEILA: Snoopy? That's an odd nickname.
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MRS. PHILLIPS: Yeah . .. she hates it. She’s the Editor of the
school paper and knows everything that goes on at this school.
She can get on your nerves with all her questions. Just play along
and everything will be fine. Another student you'll need to watch
out for is Ricky Peters. He's the son of our illustrioys mayor and
the school heart throb. Don't let him charm you out\of doing his
homework.

MISS NEILA: Mrs. Phillips . . . you know that | haven't taug
in several years. (Holding up the student re Are you sure
I’'m the right person to handle these kids?

MRS. PHILLIPS: Honey, don’t worry . . . yo
one other student | need to tell you abo
or Evil Eddie as the other kids call him.

e fin ow, there's
e is Eddie Ellis,
e classic school

moved him to a private school over in
MISS NEILA: Why is Eddie stil
MRS. PHILLIPS: Well, Evil just happens to be the son of
Carter Ellis, chairman of the school’board. | went to school with

Carter and trust me, /d ater runs downhill, if you get my
meaning. Eddie has Cular passion for tormenting poor
Bennie, so keep them araway from each other as possible,

okay? (Closes her nbies, gets up from desk.) Well, that about

does it. Your fi s in 20 minutes. Any questions?
MISS NEILA: (Standing.) You read on my application about my

‘special needs,’ right?

MRS. PHILLJP oming around to the front of the desk.) Don't
worry. @ ut in the hall when you need to and ignore the
kids’ questien ey'll discover our “little surprise” soon enough.

F aking hands with Mrs. Phillips.) Thank you again,

This job means so much to me and | promise not to

eville the next day.
student here?

MRS. PHILLJPS: You won't, dear. Just remember, teaching isn’t a
job. It's a ministry. Now get in there. Your congregation is
waiting.

BLACKOUT.
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SCENE 2

The school playground is full of kids arriving for school. Ricky, Kim,
and their friend, Hannah, are talking as kids mingle around them.

RICKY: Well, are you ready for another year of ‘digging\up dirt” and
writing about your conspiracy theories, Snoopy?

KIM: Ha, ha . .. very funny! This year, I've made it my
project a better image among my fellow stu and become a
beloved member of the school body. (Yel d looking at her
from across playground.) What are you loeki fus?

HANNAH: Well, | can see that you're wel ay to becoming
more “beloved.”

Bennie enters from right sneezing intofa handkerchief.

BENNIE: | thought they were gojng to replace the foam in those bus
seats with natural fibers oveg'the summer. They know I'm allergic
to all kinds of foam . . . And rubber. You know how
much rubber there is in a ‘school"Pus? (Everyone shakes their
heads.) Well, alot, I

RICKY: Just checking o
arm around Benni
B.M.O.C.

BENNIE: B.M.O.

GIRLS TOGETHER: Uh, ce

7, BigdMen and Women on Campus . . .
@- it. After all these years of getting picked on,
e ai

shoved to of the bus and shoved up against the lockers,

RICKY: Miss Neila? What kind of name is that?

HANNAH: | think it's French. Sounds French doesn't it? (Talks with
an exaggerated French accent.) Bonjour, Mademoiselle Neila?
Como tally vous? It sounds so romantic.
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BOTH BOYS: Jeez...

KIM: Well, I heard that she has never been married. And old man
Jameson who lives down the street from her says that late at
night, he’s heard some pretty weird noises coming out of her
house.

BENNIE: What kind of noises?

KIM: Well, shrieks and moans . . . weird, huh?

RICKY: Great, our teacher is one of the walking dead!

BENNIE: Likeaz-z--zombie?

RICKY: Yeah, Bennie, late at night, she pul er grade book,
looks up the addresses of her studen s into their
rooms where she snacks on theiy lesh. (Makes
exaggerated eating sounds.)

HANNAH: Stop it, Ricky. You're scari

good in here?
KIM: Leave him alone, Ed
EDDIE: (Bowing.)

leave yo ou leave us alone.
EDDIE: Or ou'll report me to your daddy, the mayor? Don't
forge ns this school. My dad, Chairman of the Board. And

eryone’s boss around here, | can do whatever | want.

BENNIE: Hey, that's mine! (Tries to snatch away the bag.)

EDDIE: Watch it, maggot. Or | may just have to squash you.
(Crumples up Bennie’s lunch bag, tosses it to him and laughs as
he exits stage left.)

BENNIE: (Looking at Ricky.) Big Men on Campus, huh?
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RICKY: Hey, at least he didn’t give you another wedgie like he did all
last year.

BENNIE: Yeah ... that's not gonna happen again . . .

KIM: Oh, yeah? Why not?

BENNIE: This year . .. no underwear.

Bennie exits stage left while others watch him go i d silence
for a moment. Then the three start to laugh and follow.

HANNAH: Ooh ... alittle too muchinfo. ..

KIM: Gross. ..

RICKY: My man hasaplan... Q
BLACKOUT. :

S
5
S
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SCENE 3

In Miss Neila’s classroom sits Eddie and several classmates. There
are small desks on one side and a teacher’s desk and blackboard on
the other. As the curtain goes up, Bennie, Kim, Rickyfand Hannah
enter from stage right. Eddie sticks out his foot just as Bennie walks
by and he falls to the floor spilling his books.

EDDIE: What a klutz!
HANNAH: (Bending to help Bennie pick up attered books.)
You are such a jerk, Eddie!

EDDIE: Takes one to know one!

RICKY: [ thought we were calling a truce, Egld

EDDIE: Call your own truce, pretty boy.~To ing little snots like
Bennie is the only reason | go to this crummy school. (Eddie kicks
one of Bennie’s books across the r )

As the students take their seats/Mrs. Phillips enters, followed by Miss
Neila.

MRS. PHILLIPS: Okay,
introduce you to our
Miss Neila comes
exciting! Now, | wan

own everyone. | would like to

school math teacher, Miss Neila.

ay from New York City! Isn't that

eryone to make her feel welcome. (She
applauds and follow, half-heartedly.) Okay, Miss
Neila, they're all . . . (Mrs. Phillips leaves and Miss Neila
stares nervously at her hew students.)

MISS NEILAZ”W hy don'’t we start by getting to know each other.
(She tur @ es her name on the chalkboard.) My name is
Miss Neila

at French? 1 told everybody | thought it was French.

MISSA ench? Well, ah, yes ... | guess it could be. French.

2nough about me. Why don’t | get to know a little

about you’guys. I'd like for everyone to stand up and tell me a

little about yourselves and maybe what you did this past summer.

(Points to Kim on the front row.) We'll start with you, dear.

11
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KIM: Well, my name is Kim Porter. This year, I'm going to be the
Editor of the Reedsville School Gazette. That's our school
newspaper.

MISS NEILA: And what did you do this summer?

KIM: Well, | spent four weeks at the Willimette College Journalism
Camp. ..

EDDIE: That sounds like a big sack of fun?

MISS NEILA: (Giving Eddie a cold stare.) It sounds exciting,jKim . .
KIM: Oh, it was. One day I'm going to be orter for a blg
newspaper. Hey, maybe | could interview y ur first edition?

MISS NEILA: That would be fun. (Looks ove RiC And you?

RICKY: My name is Ricky. | play football and soccer. My dad is the
mayor of Reedsville. He runs Peters .JYou might have
seen it over on the bypass? An
there washing cars.

EDDIE: Daddy’s boy.

MISS NEILA: Well, it's nice to
Hannah.)

HANNAH: My name is Han
dealership. He's a plumber.
on Maple. Maybe we gould*have you over for dinner some night.
My Dad is single . . . a eal good cook.

EDDIE: Cleaning out{sep anks by day . . . cooking gourmet by
night . . . hope he was his hands first.

MISS NEILA: (Stasi her irritation with Eddie.) We'll get to
you in a minute . d you? (Points to Bennie.)

EDDIE: Sneezer! (Some f the students giggle.)

BENNIE: Well, | spent part of it at Asthma Camp . . . (Reaches in his
pocket and pulls out a shiny, new inhaler.) | got this new inhaler
for winning the camp’s horseshoe tournament. It's got my initials
on it!

EDDIE: What a loser!

12
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MISS NEILA: Well, | think that sounds exciting. Tell your Mom to call
me if she has any questions, okay? (Turns to Eddie.) And since
you are so determined to comment on everyone else, why don't
you introduce yourself, young man.

EDDIE: Well, | don't have some sissy name like nnie.” The
name’s Eddie. Eddie Ellis. I'm not one of these losers. My dad
runs the pulpwood plant over on the river AND Chairman

of the School Board. So, | guess that means you work forfiim!
MISS NEILA: Nice to meet you, Eddie And for your

information, | don't work for him. (Pointing tudents, one by

one.) | work for you . .. and you . . . ape ven't taught

school in a long time, but | promised if 1 ever did get
back in the classroom, | wouldn’t wor nything but my
students and making sure everyon elass every day a little
smarter than when they came in. Now, | want everyone to get out
their math books and read Chapte .
the hall for just a moment. he gral er purse from the desk

KIM: And pretty.
EDDIE: Yeah, wait till my/d ars about that “I-don’'t-work-for-him”

crap. We’'ll see how la
BENNIE: Well, she s
The class all agre talking quietly among themselves.

RICKY: Well, | don’t care’what Eddie says. | like having a teacher
that's not stand up to people and puts her students first.

Miss Neila ck into view behind the opaque glass in the
he students watch as she tilts her head back and

KIM: What the heck was that?

BENNIE: That's coming from Miss Neilal Maybe she’s got
something stuck in her throat?

HANNAH: That's not the sound of someone clearing their throat.
I've never heard a sound like that before!

13
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Miss Neila suddenly makes a mewing sound, then tilts her head back,
lifts her hands and appears to put a long tube down her throat. The
students that see this gasp in horror.

BENNIE: Holy cow! Did you see that?
KIM: What was that?
BENNIE: It looks like some type of feeding tube.

KIM: Is she sick?

HANNAH: | wonder if she’s got some type o disorder. You
know, like the Olsen Twins. [Or other on suffering
from anorexia nervosa]

RICKY: She doesn’t have an eating dis@xd m sure there's a

reasonable explanation for the tube tha e she made.
Miss Neila re-enters the room adjustin r hajyand dress.

MISS NEILA: I'm so sorry, stu
tomake a-a-uh,call...

nts, | just had to step out a moment
's all turn to page 14 and . . .

Suddenly, the intercom life and Mrs. Phillips addresses
the students.

MRS. PHILLIPS: Goo
just wanted to
annual Student Ta

rning, students. Sorry to interrupt, but |
yone that the sign up sheet for the
t Show will be in the front office today and

tomorrow. Any student who wishes to be in the Talent Show

needs to pfing“@permission slip from home and get it turned in by

3 p.m. . I'm looking forward to seeing some very
10

ajices this year! But students, please remember:

exciting p

MISS NEILAY How exciting! | can’'t wait to see how talented you all
are. Now, let's open up our books to page 14 and we'll start
reading at paragraph . . .

14
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Suddenly, a strident noise comes from Miss Neila's purse on the
desk. It's her cell phone.

MISS NEILA: Oh, excuse me, class . . . I've been expecting a very
important call.

it's important to start on our plan right aw.
okay . . . (Miss Neila once again makes t warbling noise
that the students heard earlier.) Yes, I'm tayi
obvious. Everything is going as plan

up here tomorrow . . . If y
and exits quickly.)

was that sound?
HANNAH: Well, it wasSrt French. That's for sure . . .
RICKY: It sounded . .. like . .. like no language I've ever heard . . .

BENNIE: Ha, ha, very funny. Well, how do you explain it? She was
talking about some kind of ‘plan.” What was all that about?
KIM: 1 don’t know, but it didn’t have anything to do with outer space.

15
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HANNAH: Does anybody know anything about Miss Neila? Ricky,
your dad’s the mayor. Didn’t the town have to do a background
check on her or something?

RICKY: | don’'t know . . . maybe. (Getting up and gathering his
books.) Listen, we're going to be late for English. Lket's keep an
eye on her for a couple of days and see if she dogs any more
weird stuff. (They start to leave classroom.)

BENNIE: In the meantime, I'm putting my underwear back
incase . ..

. Just

BLACKOUT.

S
5
S
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SCENE 4

Its 6" period, the same day in the school gym. Kim has her
Reporter's Notebook out and is talking to a group of cheerleaders
who have been practicing cheers upstage left. Three other students
are dribbling and passing a basketball upstage right. "As the curtain
opens, Ricky and Hannah walk across to center stagési clothes.
Ricky is dribbling a basketball.

HANNAH: So, are you going to sign-up for the Show?

RICKY: | don't know. My dad wants me to. yon hen he was
in the 7" grade by playing “Sweet Carolj 2 harmonica. It's
going to be hard to top that.

HANNAH: (Laughing.) Yeah, the fam P usical Legacy.” |
was thinking about maybe singing @ song. My mom says | have a
beautiful voice. My brother says | d like I'm having surgery . .
. without the anesthesial!

Kim crosses to center with thefgr f cheerleaders.

KIM: Okay, Chelsea. Tel actly what you told me.

CHELSEA: Hi, Ricky. H % g? (The other girls giggle.)

KIM: Jeez . .. just tellhi

CHELSEA: Okay, okay ™
girls.) Nikki, T
trying out this lip g
it's peach.

NIKKI: It's pi

. well, right after lunch (Pointing at other
were in the girls bathroom. We were
ot at Claire’s. Nikki says it's pink. | say

CHELSEA: , it's peach.

KIM: Chels ory?

CHEL Dh, yeah. Well, anyway, we're standing there trying on
thelp P gloss when all of a sudden we hear this weird noise
com ' one of the stalls. It was kinda like a gurgle . . .

TAMARA: ounded just like my baby kitten, Snookie.

NIKKI: | thought it sounded more like somebody gargling.

CHELSEA: It was a gurgle. Kim, write that down in your notebook.
Gurgle.

TAMARA: Yeah! It was definitely a gurgle.

17
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NIKKI: Gargling.
The girls continue to argue until Kim stops them.

KIM: Chelsea - focus. Tell them what else you heard.

CHELSEA: Well, this was the really weird part. After the ‘gurgling,” |
swore | heard some type of swishing sound. Ki ike someone
was in the stall using a broom.

TAMARA: | think it sounded like someone r two pieces of
paper together.

CHELSEA: Two pieces of paper? Why wo e have paper
in a toilet stall?

TAMARA: Hello! Toilet paper. ..

NIKKI:  Well, whatever it was, it gav eeps. She would
make this gargling sound and then that creepy swishing sound.
Then gargle and swish. She kept oingituntil I...1...1...

TAMARA: Tell them.

NIKKI: | dropped the lip gloss down the sink.

CHELSEA: My brand new peac loss . ..

NIKKI: It was pink . . .

CHELSEA: It cost me $7/0f mydbabysitting money. Money | earned
by watching those twi w nsters, the Garner twins! You're
going to pay me bagk.

TAMARA: It looks ugly

RICKY: |...well,

TAMARA: See? Ugly!
NIKKI: And it tastes nasty/. . . like cough medicine.

The girls sta @ again until Kim stops them

ou anyway. Don't you agree, Ricky?

KIM: ay . . . tell them what happened next.

CHELS I, while we were trying to get the lip gloss out of the
sink © e heard the door to the stall unlock . . .

NIKKI: Themjit started to open real slow . . .

TAMARA: Like in that horror movie with Eddie Murphy . . . what was
that called?

CHELSEA: Haunted House . . .

NIKKI: No, Haunted Mansion . . .

18
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CHELSEA: | know what it's called. My cousin has the DVD . . . it's
Haunted House.
NIKKI: Haunted Mansion!

They once again start arguing over the title of the movie

KIM: Oh, for the love of God!

RICKY and HANNAH: Who was it?

CHELSEA: Who?

RICKY: Coming out of the bathroom stall?

CHELSEA: Oh, it was that new teacher. Miss

KIM: Told ya there was something weird ab

RICKY: So what did you do?

NIKKI: What did we do? What could (st stand there and
go, “Hi, Miss Neila.”

ALL THREE CHEERLEADERS:

Gross . . .
HANNAH: Then what happ
CHELSEA: Well, we{go ara’s nail file, but it wasn’t long

enough to grab a holthof the lip gloss . . . a brand new tube of
peach lip gloss llars . . . down the drain.

NIKKI: It wé
TAMARA:

KIM: | told you guys there was something that's not right with Miss
Neila. Did you hear that part about the gurgling?

HANNAH: Maybe she has an eating disorder. My friend, Dana, used
to have that. She used to lock herself in the bathroom and make
gurgly noises.

19
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KIM: She doesn’t have an eating disorder. I'm telling you, Miss Neila
is not who she wants us to believe she is.

RICKY: Just because she locks herself in the toilet and gargles
doesn’t make her some kind of psychopath. Maybe she just likes
to have fresh breath.

KIM: What about the swishing noises? That isn’'t norma

HANNAH: Maybe she makes her own toilet paper s it from
home?

RICKY and KIM: What?!

HANNAH: | saw that on the Discovery Chan . you take wood
pulpand you . ..

e rear waistband
and Hannah just as

Suddenly, Bennie runs in from stage right,
of his pants and crying. He runs behi
Eddie enters.

EDDIE: Come here, Sneezer! | got a li
for
you . ..

BENNIE: He's trying to give me a wedgie! Stop him, Ricky!

EDDIE: Yeah, stop me Mr. Quarterback, Captain of the
Soccer Team! Your yht be the Mayor, but he doesn't
have any say arou is is my turf.

RICKY: Come on, guys!™ket's not start the year out like this!

BENNIE: He said pull my underwear up over my head!

EDDIE: Yeah! That's'what | call the Atomic Wedgie!

HANNAH: [ thought you weren’t wearing . . .

BENNIE: | kpiow that's why I'm so scared!
Eddie starts past Ricky just as Coach Reese enters from

‘welcome back” present

20
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COACH REESE: Alright, alright, welcome back, kids. | hope you all
had a good summer and are ready to get down to work. We're
going to start out with a little basketball. Everyone follow me to the
outside courts. (He blows his whistle again and kids start following
him offstage. Eddie, Ricky, Kim, Hannah and Bennie linger
behind.)

EDDIE: (Advancing on Bennie again.) Here, little pi S

COACH REESE: (Re-enters from left.) Come on, Eddie . .§'there’s
not going to be any head knocking in my gy . (Eddie starts
to follow him out.)

EDDIE: Good for you the coach got here id or I'd be
mopping the floor with you and your sng iends! (Looking
at Ricky as he passes.) See you on the gh guy.

HANNAH: | think Eddie must have b roppéd on his head as a
baby.

KIM: Come on, guys . . 2ally something going on with her.
What if she’s like a 7 e witness protection program?

BENNIE: Why would sh nt to work here?

KIM: Maybe the

RICKY: Or maybe she’s)just a teacher. One who happens to use
ears long skirts . . . Ooooh . . . (They laugh.)
ook and just letitgo . ..

mouthwagsh a .
Put awa @
KIM: Well, 'mpnot letting it go . . . not until | get to the bottom of it.

COACH REESE: Come on, guys. Peters! | need you to be the
captain of one of the teams.

Coach Reese exits and they slowly follow.

21
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BENNIE: | believe you, Kim. There is something wrong around here.
I’'m about to be killed!

BLACKOUT.
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SCENE 5
In the classroom the next day. Miss Neila is at the blackboard.

MISS NEILA: (Holding up the chalk.) Okay, who wants(to try solving
this problem?

Several students raise their hands and she points to a boy in the

back.

MISS NEILA: Barry? How about you?

Barry comes forward and he and Miss Ne
the board while the other students talk j

the problem at

MATT: Psst. .. Kim.
KIM: (Annoyed.) What?
MATT: | heard you've been asking around about Miss Neila?

The four lead characters perk up at thegymention of Miss Neila’s name
and turn around in their d ce Matt who leans forward as if to
tell a secret.

bout Miss Neila?

couple of doors down from her. You
s trombone in the band? Well, Connor calls
‘Hey, Matt? You know that new teacher,
2ll, | was walking my dog past her house after

KIM: You know somethi
MATT: Well, my i
know Connor. He

supper t¢ mom won'’t let me play Xbox until | walk that
stupid m /way, | saw this really weird light coming from her
windev inda like she was watching one of those old “Creature
F TV . . . only the cable has been out on my street
since night when old man Lester’s tree fell on the lines

RICKY: Yeah...mine’s out, too. | missed Sports Center last night.
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MATT: Anyway, that weird light got Connor a little curious, so he ties
Fang to a tree. That's his dog’s name. Fang. He’s a toy poodle
no bigger than a shoe. (Chuckles.) Anyway, he ties Fang up to a
tree in front of Miss Neila’s house, then sneaks across her front
lawn and tries to look in her window. And you know what he saw?

returns
of the

Just then, Miss Neila and Barry finish the problem
to his seat. Everyone pivots quickly back toward the fro
room.

MISS NEILA: So, you see how we find ‘X e ation? Any
guestions? Good. Who wants to try on

Hands go up a little more reluctantly thi e one wants to miss
the rest of Matt’'s story. Finally, Mis§ Neila chooses a girl near the
front.

MISS NEILA: Hillary? Come try one.

Hillary gets out of her seat and walks10 the blackboard. When Miss

Neila turns her back, evercuses on Matt.
KIM: So?

MATT: So, he sneaks t up to her window and looks inside . . .
and ...

Miss Neila turns back to the class. The students quickly snap back to

attention.
A you see how Hillary replaced the 7 with y and

MISS NEILAY Correct! (Turning back to Hillary and the board.) Now,
Hillary, let's see what happens when you use three digit
numbers . . . (They work another problem on the board as the
students huddle together again.)
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MATT: Well, Connor looks through the window and you know what?
Miss Neila’s TV isn’t even on. That weird light wasn’t coming from
the TV. It was coming from all around Miss Neila!

BENNIE: From Miss Neila?

MATT: Yeah. Connor says that she was standing in the living room
and there was this funny glow all around her. He said she looked

like the moon.

HANNAH: The moon?

MATT: You know how the moon looks when it} It's shiny and
really white but not quite bright enough to shadow. That's

what he said she looked like.

HANNAH: So, what'd he do?

MATT: What do you think he did? He tog Dss the yard and
ran home. He was so scared, he di evenftintie Fang. He ran
right up to his room, locked thefldoor and didn't come out ‘til
morning. His Dad had to walk do he block and get the stupid
little dog. Well, anyway, Conpor sai | never walk Fang past
Miss Neila’s house ever agaih. Fang can go do his business over
in Mr. Lester's yard. He a little crazy, but at least he
doesn’t glow in the dark.

Miss Neila and Hillary fini w the problem at the board and the

student returns to her geati@She egins to say something just as the

intercom crackles i and Principal Phillips makes an

announcement.

MISS PHILLIPS: Sorry 1o interrupt, students, but | just want to
remind ey€ryong, that if you're going to sign up for the School
Talent C m deadline to register is this afternoon at three

841,

e're going to have a special mystery judge this

need iss Neila in my office right away, please.

MISS NEILAY Okay, class. I'll be right back. Just continue to work
quietly on problems 7-15 until | get back. (She exits and Kim,
Ricky, Hannah and Bennie huddle together.)
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KIM: Well, that settles it. Weird noises in the hall. Hiding in a
bathroom stall and gurgling. Strange lights coming from her
house. There is something wrong with our teacher. And I'm not
going to just let it go. I’'m going to do something about it.

RICKY: What kind of something?

KIM: Tonight after supper, I'm telling my Mom that | have to go over
to Hannah's house to study. But instead, I'm goi over and
look in Miss Neila’s window for myself.

HANNAH: What? Are you trying to get me in
Mom calls looking for you?

KIM: Don’t worry. Tonight is bridge night.
door at the Harrison’s until after ten.
gone.

RICKY: Well, I'm not letting you go by

HANNAH: Me, too.

? What if your

will be next
t even know I'm

going with you.

They all look over at Bennie, who's wing his nose into a
handkerchief.

BENNIE: What?

KIM: Well, are you coming

BENNIE: To look in the of the Teacher from Outer Space?
Not me!

KIM: Bennie?

BENNIE: If my m
know how the ho

e, I'll be grounded for a month. You
alarm does that beeping thing any time

dow? There’'s hydrangea bushes under my
know that I'm allergic to hydrangea . . . (They

The ‘end of period’ bell goes off and students start to get up and
leave. The foursome rises and starts towards the door. Kim stops
with her back to the blackboard where Miss Neila’'s name is written in
the top left corner.
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KIM: Okay . .. we’ll meet under the oak tree in the park at 8:00 p.m.
and go see for ourselves . . . (She reaches into her purse and pulls
out a small mirror and starts to powder her nose.) Agreed?

RICKY: | think this is ridiculous, but if you're going, I'm going!

KIM: Hannah?

HANNAH: It'll be hard to sneak out, but I'll figure so ifg out.

KIM: Bennie?

BENNIE: I'm telling you, if my mom catches m
lifel 1 won't be allowed to leave the house,
club, not to asthmas camp... nowhere! (As
get a wide-eyed look on her face!) By

e grounded for
.. hot to chess

m off restriction,
stin Timberlake
. are you alright?

will be the President ... and. .. :
. the mirror . . . her

KIM: (Pointing to her mirror.) Oh,
name. ..

RICKY: What about it?

KIM: Backwards . . . look at it backwards! It spells “Alien!”

They all start looking at the ‘'name the blackboard in stunned
silence for a moment. Th ie breaks the quiet . . .

BENNIE: Okay, th
underwear tonight!
leave.) And, |

S | am putting on two pairs of
ey look at him funny but then start to
foil on my head to protect my brain . . .

BLACKOUT.
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