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BY RENEE J. CLARK

HOORAY FOR JUSTICE!
By Renee J. Clark

SYNOPSIS: The courtroom comedy Hooray for Justice! is ideal for
workshop, classroom or community theater. It can be perfoymed by actors
ages 12-adult. When used with commercials, running time be extended
to a short two act or a long one act play.

The story, which parodies tabloid television and cou drama, includes
most of the familiar fairy tale and nursery rhym cters. Herwaldo
Kimera, host for OUTSIDE EDITION brings yo ide dirt on the
inside story” as the audience becomes the jury i of'La-La Land vs.
Percival S. Wolf.

The Wolf stands accused of pushing Humpty Dumpty off the wall near the
king’s castle. Humpty, who has survived the famoug fall with injuries, tells a
forlorn tale of persecution by Wolf through dhood years.

Witnesses for the prosecution le torney Mary Payson include one of
the King’s Men who was the first'at the e, Dorky Pig, and a very ‘flaky’
Wanda, the Fairy Godmothe edVolf, who claims he is innocent and has
reformed his ways, is defen ousin Benny Padlock. Padlock calls
two of the dwarfs, Sneezy afe, Doc Little, to the stand, as well as Goldie
Goose, who actually ga to Humpty many years ago. As the

witnesses each testi e and means of the crime, the trial builds
to a dramatic finish’‘in a¥izarre turn of events.

CAST OF CHARACTERS
EN, 6-7 MEN, 3-6 EITHER, EXTRAS)

HERW ERA (M) v, A  tabloid reporter  for
OUTSIDE EDITION. (9 lines)

JUDGE BETTY BOPNER (f) ....cocovevveirene A no-nonsense judge. (43 lines)
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BAILIFF (M/F) coeiiiiicieee Swears in and keeps track of
evidence. (25 lines)

HUMPTY R. DUMPTY (M/f) oo, The plaintiff. He is a mournful
‘sad sack.” (34 liges)

PERCIVAL S. WOLF (M)...ccoiriiiiiciininn,

MS. MARY PAYSON () ..crrrrrrrerererrrnn

MR. BENNY PADLOCK (M) ....cceovvervirennns

WITNESSES FOR THE PROSECUTI

CAPTAIN WOODY SOLDIER (mj............. A King’s man. (22 lines)

DORKY PIG (M/f) i A nervous sort. (20 lines)

WANDA GODMOTHER ( ‘ ........ Diz brain. (20 lines)

WITNESSES FOR THE ENSE

SNEEZY LITTLE (M) .. eseeeeieierenienns A dwarf with uncontrollable
allergies. (13 lines)

DOC LITTL ............................... Sneezy’s brother. A brilliant
surgeon and boss of the family

mine. (12 lines)

GOLDI (F) cereeee e A rich snob. She lays only the
highest quality golden eggs. (16
lines)

EXTRAS (M/F) i The courtroom audience.
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ACTORS FOR COMMERCIALS

NOTE: Announcer and Persons #1-4 may be male or female.
ANNOUNCER (m/f)
AMAN (M)

WOMAN (F).ooooveveveeeeceessesesseeseeeeeeeeeeeeeneee

PERSON #1 (M/F) crvvvvvveeeoeeeeeeeeeeeereeseenenene

PERSONS #2-4 (N/f)...vccoorereeeeereeeeresseene :

CINDERELLA (f) cviiieiiieiieec g, S her new gown. (2 lines)

SLEEPING BEAUTY (f).....c....f...% ....Loves her new jimmies. (2
lines)

SNOW WHITE (f)............ ‘ ........ Loves her new apron. (2 lines)

HAZEL (f) A witch who is bored with her
new witchwear and has her own
restaurant. (3 lines)

PRODUCTION NOTES

RUNNING

Approxipfa 50 minutes without commercials. Approximately 80 minutes
. @ and intermission.

DIRECTOR'$ NOTES:

This play has much versatility for the drama instructor or the classroom
teacher who may have little experience producing a play. It can be
performed with or without commercials, which will obviously vary the
running time.
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Staging is very simple for the courtroom setting. It requires very simple
blocking. Because of the extras in the courtroom audience and optional
commercials, it can utilize everyone on stage all the time. This is especially
important to teachers for classroom management and disciplinary control.
There is much flexibility in casting. If numbers of participants are scarce,
actors may easily double-up on roles. Additionally, the majokityAof parts can
be played by males or females, allowing the director much ve
casting.

SET:

This play can easily be presented in a classroo,
chairs and benches. Up center could be a pod
for the witness stand. Bailiff could stand i 3
Payson, Benny and Wolf could be at tablés left and Yight with witnesses and
extras seated in rows behind these tables.
in front of a curtain, which is closed on the room or down center after
actors exit left and right for each sét of commercials. Another option would
be to have courtroom actors free commercials play downstage.

astage using tables,
¢ judge and a chair
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PROPS

1 mic (Herwaldo)

1 crutch, sling, eye patch (Humpty)

2 sets of files and papers (Payson, Vinnie)
Gavel or rubber mallet (Judge)

Long stick or branch with the end painted
Payson’s table)

Earphones (Wanda)
Wand (Wanda)
Handkerchief (Vinnie)
1 box of tissues (Everyone)
1 poster with egg drawn (preset on VinRie g
1 magic marker (preset with poste

PROPS FOR COMMERCIALS
1 large clean white clot
1 large handkerchief (Ma
Ice pack (Man)
Bell (Man)
Small, clean pl
1 sign UNCLOG
1 sign CLO
1 sign HAZEL"S${{OME COOKIN’

Basket with fake apples (Hazel)
Bas rdboard gingerbread boy and girl (Hazel)
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COSTUMES

Costumes should fit the setting as well as the characters. Girls could wear
long ruffled skirts, peasant blouses. Boys wear bright colored sweats, tunic
tops with belts, stocking hats. Other suggestions:

JUDGE.......ccooovvveeieiii, a black choir robe
PAYSON .....ccocevvvvevieenen, clown costume or modern sui

ANNOUNCER

CINDERELLA $

SNOW WHITE................. skirt, white peasant blouse, black vest
SLEEPING BEAUT, nightgown

HAZEL ..o itch hat, black shirt, skirt, cape
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ACT ONE

AT RISE:
Witnesses enter to dramatic music and mill about whispering through
Herwaldo’s monologue. He enters down right holding @ microphone
and directs his speech to the audience as if on camera.

HERWALDO: (To audience, on a hand-held microphone.)§ Ladies
and gentlemen, this is Herwaldo Kim ur host and
commentator for “Outside Edition.” Our ative reporters

ith e smut and
Today we take
tury where YOU
yvof La-La Land vs.
Percival S. Wolf.” (Pause.) What you arg about to see is real.
The litigants in this case are not y have agreed, for a
six figure price, to settle their e here in our studio
courtroom. But before we bégin, a word from our sponsor.

m icrophone in a very serious stage
ptlepten, Mr. Wolf has just entered with

r left, cross to table right and sit.) As you
of the attempted murder and the
of Humpty R. Dumpty on July 22. He is
usin Benny, that is Benny Padlock of

bring you the outside dirt on the inside ste
scandal to satisfy even the most inquirj
you, live, into the most sensational trial

Insert COMMERCIAL.

HERWALDO: (DOWN R
whisper.) Ladies @nd
his attorney. (They e
know, he sta
malicious woundi
represented by his
Padlock Associates. (Suddenly everyone murmurs,

cl 10 R
pointing % y enters with a crutch under his left arm. His
right ar a/sling and he has bandages and patches over
paris*o body. His lawyer assists him as they take their seats
8 LEFT.) And now Mr. Dumpty has just arrived with
ary@§Rayson, the toughest prosecutor in La-La Land. (He
watches as Humpty sits moaning.) Oh, he looks as if he's barely

able to hold himself together. Let us watch as the trial
commences.
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BAILIFF:: (Crosses center.) All rise! (Everyone rises as Payson
helps Humpty to his feet) The Honorable Betty Bopner
presiding. Here comes the judge! (As the judge enters, the
entire courtroom roots her on, punching the air with their fists
shouting “Al E! I! O!' U!")

Judge sings her song; the others join her snapping theigfingers.

JUDGE: You may be seated. (She shuffles
This is the case of the County of La-La Lang
Wolf. Mr. Wolf stands accused of atte
Dumpty by pushing him off the high
castle. (To Padlock.) Mr. Padlock, ho

BENNY: Innocent, Yiz Honah.

JUDGE: Ms. Payson, as prosecutor for this case, proceed with your
opening statement.

PAYSON: Your Honor, ladies and gent n of the jury. | beg you
to look at my client. Imaginé how he feels. He was minding his
own business as he sat e wall, when suddenly he was
pushed from behind and took at€rrible fall. Think of how he

panicked with terror cfell. He knew he was going to be
s dies and gentlemen of the jury, |
i Nolf did, indeed, plan his attack. He

cracked and scramb

intend to prove t

premeditated, postu , cogitated, contemplated how to kill and

make Hump ¢ conclusion, | will also show that he is
e not only had the motive, but the means to

s crime. (She sits.)

h her papers.)
ersus Percival S.
(0" murder Mr.
ding the giant’s
r client plead?

of ill repute and t
carry out this horrend

afik yalpand now - -

@ interrupts.) And furthermore - -
JUDGE: (Bangs gavel, cutting her off. She wags her finger at
-uh-uh! Play fair. You know the rules, Ms. Payson.
it down, you can't get up again until it's your turn.

again, fuming.) Now then, Mr. Padlock, are you
your opening remarks?

10
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BENNY: (Rises. He speaks with a New York or “tough guy” accent.)
Yeah, sure, Judge. (He shuffles clumsily through his papers,

looking for a speech.) Uh, justa sec. I, uh, know it's here
somewhere. (Everyone stares at him as he drops papers on the
floor.)

JUDGE: (Impatiently.) Mr. Padlock, we're waiting. May | remind you
that time is money, and the plaintiff and defenda sting this
network big buckaroos as it is.

BENNY: (Pulling out paper.) Uh, yeah. Uh, her I'm ready.

JUDGE: Well, then proceed.

BENNY: (Reading.) Uh, guys and dolls o’
that my cousin here, uh Poicy S. Wolf, is real
that he’s takin’ a bum rap for somethin{he did
prove that he is totally innocent o
(He sits.)

JUDGE: (Pause.) That's it? (Benny
say? (Silence.) Suit yourself. Ms. Pa
witness.

PAYSON: (Rises.) Your Hgnhor@ipcall Mr. Dorky Pig to the stand.
(Dorky crosses to the witness sta

BAILIFF:: Raise your gof.  (Loud and dramatic like a
)u sa-wey-ya to tell the truth, the
but the truth?

televangelist preache
ike the cartoon pig.) Uh-ye, uh-ye, uh-ye

aim to show
a nice guy and
0t do. I’'m gonna
ation of this crime.

hat's all you have to
n, you may call your first

whole truth, and ngthi
PIG: (Nervously stutteri

PAYSON: MNow“then, Mr. Pig. (He crosses to him.) Would you
recount m events of July 22, as you remember them.
Ol

in question?

PIG: It was a s-sizzling hot day and | was in a hurry to get to my
brother’s house before the sun fried my b-bacon.

PAYSON: And why, pray tell, were you visiting your brother?

11
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PIG: W-well, ever since my house was destroyed, I've been staying
at the YPCA. | don’t have the money to build a new one. Since
the food at the “Y” is I-lousy, | eat lunch over at Elmer’'s every

day.

PAYSON: You say your house was destroyed. Just when did this
happen?

PIG: About ten years ago. This creepy critter cam door and

e tried to suh-
aid he'd love to

house could use it. | said | wasn't intereste
suh-sweet talk me. Invited me out for uh-|
have p-pork chops for lunch. When |

PIG: I think th-th-that’s him, over there .
BENNY: (Rises.) | object! This is irfelevant. \He’'s not even tawkin’
about today’s case. And how c e begsure this is the same
wolf after ten years?
PAYSON: Your Honor, I'm gtrying to establish the Wolf's bad
reputation and prior record’ Id have a bearing on this case.

PAYSON: Thank you.
to you on the way to
PIG: | was walking

PIG: Y-yolk!

PAYSON: rypardon.

PIG: Y-yolk! was covered with this yucky, wiggly stuff that
wa It was in my hair, my eyes, my clothes, yuk!

And my h-head hurt so bad. | must have been out for

PAYSON: Then what.

PIG: | saw uh-hu, uh-hu, uh-Dumpty scrambled all over the place.
And there was a crowd around him. N-nobody noticed me.

PAYSON: Who was in that crowd?

12
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PIG: W-well, there were some of the King's Men. They were
administering first aid and trying to put Dumpty back together
again. Also the Fairy Godmother, who was waving her wand |-I-
like crazy and mumbling to herself, and a g-goose, some little
men, and oh, yes, Wolf was lurking around the p-p-p¢pear tree.

PAYSON: | have no further questions for the Dork, uh -\pig. Let the
record show Percival S. Wolf was at the crime t the time
of the fall. (To Padlock.) Your witness.

BENNY: (Rises and crosses to Pig.) So Dork! ya?

PIG: (Nervously.) Okay, | uh-guess.

BENNY: You said when you sat up after
hoit and you were covered with yolk, is

PIG: Y-Yes.

BENNY: Would you describe what
when you looked up?

PIG: Yellow (Pause.) and white.
white.

BENNY: And the goose?

PIG: (He hesitates, rememberingJglhe same - - yellow and white.

BENNY: And the Fairy Godmother?

PIG: (Very nervous at thi uestioning.) Why, y-yellow and w-

BENNY: And the ac usyou claim was loiking around the

white.
pear tree.

t, your head

Vien were wearing

rms were yellow and

: ding to the witnesses.) You may stand. (They do.
None arejwearing yellow and white.)

13
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BENNY: (To pig.) Dorky, you have testified that when you came to,
you were covered with yolk. Could it be, Dork, that the reason
they were all wearing yellow and white was ‘cause you had egg in
your face and could not, in fact, SEE much at all? (Silence.) Ya
Honah, if dis dork — uh - pig couldn't see clearly, how could he
positively identify my cousin, let alone anyone else at the scene?
He had egg on his face then, (Sarcastically.) a S egg on
his face now.

JUDGE: Point well taken.

BENNY: [ got no foither questions.

JUDGE: (To Pig.) You may be seated, Mr. Pjg

BENNY: (Mumbles to Pig as he crosses t0 cat.) Yeah, take a
hike, ya dork.

JUDGE: Ms. Payson, you may call yo
PAYSON: | call Sir Woody Soldier,
and some of the men were practi
of the wall at the time of the fall.

BAILIFF:: Do you swear
but the truth?

WOODY: (Clicking hisghee

BAILIFF:: State your fu

WOODY: Woodro
BAILIFF:: (Shouting
WOOQODY: (Louder) WOO ROW SOLDIER, SIR!

BAILIFF:: < ps back, waiting for Woody to sit. When he
doesn't, orward again.) Take your seat, Captain!
es, 8

The following exchange is loosely based on the old Army drill routine.
It may be sung.

14
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PAYSON:YOU HAVE SWORN TO TELL THE TRUTH.

WOODY: YES, I'VE SWORN TO TELL THE TRUTH.

PAYSON: WHEN DID YOUR MEN GET TO THE WAL
WOODY: JUST IN TIME TO SEE HUMP FALL. A
PAYSON: AND DID HE LAND ON THE PIG'S H

WOODY: YES, IT WAS AS THE PIG SAID.

PAYSON: WHAT THEN? Q

WOODY: THE EGG BROKE. ‘ >

PAYSON: DESCRIBE THE SCENE.

WOODY: LOTS OF YOLK.

BOTH: THEN YOU/I TRI T HIM BACK
TOGETHER AGAIN!

Payson turns to all other
in place.

ated who will stand and join in marching

PAYSON:YOUR HONOR,JJURY AND THE REST

THIS M RELY THE KING’S BEST.
ALL: HE SL ARCHED INTO THE FRAY

AN O HELP HUMP THAT SAD DAY.
PAYS T THEN?

ALL: THE EGG BROKE.

PAYSON: DESCRIBE THE SCENE.

15
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ALL: LOTS OF YOLK.
THEN HE TRIED TO PUT HIM BACK TOGETHER AGAIN!

At the end everyone stands at attention.

JUDGE: You may all be seated.

EVERYONE: (They all click heels and salute.) Yes ain!

PAYSON: Captain, you tried valiantly to put Humpty back t@gether,
but what happened?

WOODY: (Still at attention, staring straight
ma’am! | tried to apply first aid, ma’am!
hold. So | summoned the Fairy God She does well with
pumpkins, mice and clothes. | thought

PAYSON: Did you notice anything o

| don’t know,

victim, that is.
WOODY: Yes, ma’am! There was a brapch lying near the egg.
At first | didn’t notice it because of all commotion.

WOODY: (Examines stick.)

PAYSON: What do you see ori the e

WOODY: (Examining it cl@ looks like dried yolk.

PAYSON: In your opini his stick have been used to push
Humpty off the wall?

WOODY: It certainly co

PAYSON: Your the liberty of having the lab dust this

stick for paw printS», They match those of the accused. | submit
this stick as evidence/ It could possibly be the weapon used in

each that high.

the perpefratiomof this crime.
JUDGE: ( Mark this Exhibit A. And let the record show
n_of

PAYSON: Would you tell us what it was for.

16
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WOODY: About a year ago the King's new wife, a vain, evil woman,
asked me to kill her step daughter and cut out her heart so she
could be the fairest in La-La Land. | knew it was wrong and
immoral, so | let the girl go deep in the woods and brought the
gueen an animal's heart instead. When the king found out his
daughter was alive and well and living with the dwatyes, he was
thankful for what | had done.

PAYSON: So you were given this commendation in recog
your honesty and integrity.

WOODY: Yes, ma’am.

BENNY: | object. The man’s achievements a u to do wit dis

trial.
PAYSON: Your Honor, | was merely tryin

honesty and truthfulness.
JUDGE: Objection sustained. The saldier has\already sworn in. We

lish the soldier’'s

can and should assume everythin sayg’is the truth. Now get
on with it.

PAYSON: Captain, after the Fairy Godmother arrived, what did you
do next?

PAYSON: Would you ex
WOODY: About
vandalism, theft accosting young girls and stealing their
baskets of goodies.

You can't convict someone ‘cause they look

(To audience.) You will ignore that last

PAYSON: Cpntinue, Captain.

17
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WOODY: We caught up with him at Peep’s Sheep Ranch, where he
was loitering around some little lambs. While Bo and her sister
Mary kept him distracted, we sneaked up behind him and
grabbed him. We read him his rights, cuffed him, and took him
down to the dungeon and booked him.

PAYSON: Thank you, Captain. | have no further qu
Honor.

JUDGE: Mr. Padlock, do you wish to cross examine the witngss?

BENNY: Nah, you can go to da next one.
JUDGE: (Sarcastically.) Why, thank you for ermission, Mr.
Padlock. (To Payson.) Next witness?

PAYSON: | call the Fairy Godmother to th

tions, Your

Wearing a headset and CD player, W 6 the witness stand
on tip-toe, dancing to the rhythm of her music) She is ‘ditsy,” a real
‘air-head.” At the stand, she drops the hones to her neck.

BAILIFF:: Your name, ma’am.
WANDA: (Waving her wand beat of her name as the Bailiff
ducks.) Wanda Wendy Godmothey; deary-weary.

BAILIFF:: Do you swear 0
WANDA: (Interrupts.) - es, yes! I'll tell everything, sweet-
cakes.

Bailiff rolls his eye steps back. She puts the earphones
back on and sits huniming to the music as she keeps the beat with
the wand.

PAYSON: No reply.) Wanda! (Still distracted.) WANDA!
(She grahgthe wand out of her hand and screams.) WAN-DA!

aking off earphones.) Yes, sweetie?

PAYSO were summoned by Captain Woody Soldier of the
King is that correct?

WANDA: ORf yes! He’'s one hunk of military might, don’t you think?
(She waves to Woody.) Hi, Honey.

PAYSON: (Ignoring the remark.) When you arrived at the wall, what
did you do?
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WANDA: Well, first, | turned on some tunes. | can't work without my
music, you know. Then | got my WAND, (She grabs it out of
Payson’s hand.) turned up the volume, and checked out the egg.
He was a real mess. He must have been pushed hard to be
scrambled like that.

BENNY: Objection! The witness is speculating.

JUDGE: Sustained. Just answer the question, ma’

WANDA: Okay, okay, okay. It was hot out, and he was starting to
fry. So | set to work.

PAYSON: What exactly did you do?

WANDA: First | recited my best magic spel anded down from
my great-godmother. (She waves and in rhythm.)
“Allacazam, Allakazee, Come back togeth 3!

PAYSON: And did that work?
WANDA: No. So | tried one | got froin my coulsin Glinda, who got it
from some wizard in the E Id ty. (She stands to

demonstrate a cheer, using her wan e a pom-pom.) Gimme
an “H"! (She pauses, waiting for a response she doesn’t get.
When they all just stare she motions that they should
respond. She starts again. an “H"!
ALL: H!
WANDA: Gimme an “E”!
ALL: “El
WANDA: Gimme an “A’l
ALL: Al
WANDA: Gimme an
ALL: “L™

WANDA: W, it spell?

ALL: He!

WANDA: ( 0, ho, no, no. HEAL! HEAL! The spell spells
HEZ ommands him to heal himself with his mind. Now,

PAYSON: Did that work?

WANDA: No, so | brought out my special fairy dust - the good stuff - a
recipe | got from my Aunt Dinkybell, and | began to say the most
magical of all my spells.

19
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PAYSON: And just what were those words?

Wanda dances around the stage sprinkling confetti here and there,
especially on Humpty. She prances about using her wand as she
recites.

WANDA: Do-do-do-do-wah! Wah! Say, I'm fla ah! I'm
gonna prove to you, wah! I'm just a diddily do-wah! | change mice
into horses and straw into gold, pumpkins tQ hes, the young
into old. Yes, your life is in shambles; you'v en apart I'll wave
my wand, I'll start your heart. | change g
puppets to boys, toads into princes and §

At the end she keeps prancing around, do-do-do.” The
Judge signals the Bailiff to get her.

BAILIFF:: Wanda, calm down,
starts to dance with him
wrestles her to the chair.)

our “wah-wah,” did that work?
WANDA: No! | must be touch. Then | saw Doc Little and
Sleezy, | mean, ing along the top of the wall on
their way to the gold tipe. They were up high carrying their hoes
and singing. em to help out. If Doc couldn’t help
e took over after that.

you! Now after you trig

WANDA: Lef'me think - - no - - wait a minute - - yes. No, | mean, no,
well, maybe.

20
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BENNY: (Smiling.) I'm done with the witness. It's obvious she’s a
diz-brain and nuttin’ she says is reliable! (He starts to sit when
suddenly Wanda jumps off the witness stand and pounces on
him, smashing him with her wand.)

WANDA: Why, you meanie!

The Judge keeps hammering the gavel, crying “Ord rl” as the

courtroom explodes into noise. During the following lines;yWanda
chases Benny around the room, swinging her w he Bailiff joins
the chase, trying to catch her. He finally grab the waist and

drags her off stage.

HERWALDO: Ladies and gentlemen, the pas just attacked
the defense with her wand in an o otion! The judge
is trying to get control in what be an uncontrollable
situation!

JUDGE: (Very angry.) Mr. Padlock! chambers! Now! Five
minute recess! (She bangsghe gavel and exits up center as the
rest exit left and right.)

bringing to you, live,
Wolf. The Judge
situation. Mr. Pa
testimony. Sh
these brief messa

openly insulted the witness after her
ed him in a rage. We will return after

Insert one or, MERCIALS here.

DIRECTOR’

are not used and play is performed without
it last sentence in Herwaldo's speech, keep the
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