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GRADUATION
by
Jerry Rabushka

CHARACTER: Can be played by either Male or Female

e finaljtime, the
Rosewood High

of biotechnology in military and counterterrofist applications. Others, like
Barney Smith and Bessy Johnson, will continue on their path in fast food
disbursement. Ahhh... Barney and Be ote@”best couple by the
seniors of Rosewood High. Best couple of what? (ordering in a fast
food joint) Couple of cheeseburgers, hald the mayo!

She wouldn't even give me an
“Oh, here comes the valedict
people. Ahhhh choo!” Oh Bes

algebra grade.

Now, | know the principg ing thusly: “Why are you using your
High School graduation spee ash out at Barney Smith and Bessy
Johnson? Why, indeed? eaiing) Because they're losers who
tortured me and | want ev: ne to know it! (calms down) Is this not the
same principal who insi | address my speech to the senior class
in its entirety? (as rincipal) “Not just the smart kids, not just the
jocks, and not just the pop kids. Everyone.” So, I'm doing this for you.

It's a matter of “principle.”

; d Bessy. They weren’'t smart. They weren't jocks.
pad kids. Do you know what Bessy calls success?

ake. Do you know what Barney calls success?

ayo. You know Bessy. (as Bessy)
n. Sorry, but I'm allergic to smart
was about as funny as your final

Now. .. B

kids. Can't leave them out! John Wheeler, genius? I'll
say. He figured'out a way to cheat on algebra, biology, and American lit.
Thought nobody knew? | knew. (aside) Well, 1 gave him the answers.
(shakes head, mockingly) Kids these days. You might think twice about
handing him that diploma, Mr. Roberts. Maybe it needs an asterisk.



But let's not dwell on the past. Though Sheila Jordache, I'll never
forgive you for greasing my violin strings with olive oil at the senior
concert. Never! Though it did help me hit that high G, no problem.

This is not the time to look backwards. Not when the, class of 2004
has its whole future ahead of them. For Barney and Bess, it's fries. Lots
of them. Fries with this, fries with that. The sweet salt sm | of success.

For John Wheeler? Repeating his senior year. In det military
academy. So sorry John. No I'm not.

Now, there are people who say some of us s s have no social
skills. That 1, in particular, hold a grudge. That | cal t. (losing it)

alami sandwich! Il
t's not that | can't
forget. Who has time? | worked my become class
valedictorian. Not because I'm the smart duse | wanted to get
up here and make this speech! Becaus
in the crowd) Oh, no you're not going anywhere. Your turn is yet to
come.

| also wanted to thank some of the teachers who made me who | am
today Sit down, Miss Torelli, t our turn in the spotlight. | said sit

in the works of Eugene O’Neil.
the symbolism found in the short
ow you tell me, Miss Torelli, do you
don’t we just stay home and peel

Oh, and Mr. Kl
More like influenced.

ammer. Another. . . influential??. . . teacher??

Maurice gaot*a rom him because. . . oh, because he did all his
homework co % on time. Whoop de do. And Christine? Got an A

because. . . (glgd Q@h, never mind.
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