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2 EMOJI CONNECTION

EMOJI CONNECTION
by Matthew Salazar-Thompson

SYNOPSIS: During an online date, two young people replace their emotions
with fun computer emojis until they realize that they are actually making a real

life connection in real time.

TIME: Present.
SETTING: Outdoor Coffee Stand.

CAST OF CHARACTERS
(2 females, 2 males, 1 either)

BARISTA (M/f) cevveviieieieeiee frour st
BEN (IN)..veoiiieiiieeiieceeeee e i cking a d

BEN'S COMPUTER (m)

lines)
e with Jesi. Sends

JEST (£) oo,

JESI'S COMPUTE

(36 lines)
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AT START: Simple set. Very upbeat music. Lights up on an
exceptionally decorated mid-century looking coffee cart entitled “It’s a
Grind”. We are outside on a beautiful Spring day. There are two sets of
tables and chairs on either side of the cart. Center stage our very
upbeat BARISTA is making coffee whistling.

BARISTA: Oh hi there! Great day isn’t it? Oftentimes, coffee is the
best way to connect to the day, ourselves and even to others. Here
at It's a Grind we serve up only the best blends... sweet, caring,
intense, spicy, nutty, sharp and earthy. Oh, and some ofi the best
darn coffee in these here parts! The intense aroma, grance,

the sweet, sweet smell of budding... relatio ! (Smiling.)
Speaking of, why was the espresso always ¢ g his watch?
(Beat.) Because he was pressed for timg! (Béa veryone’s a
comedian! (Smiles.) See those two over @ nd Jesi have

been coming in the cafe for close to o although not at the
same time and neither one of themghas any idea what has been
brewing between them.

online. BEN'S COMPUq
JESI'S COMPUT atersyand stands next to her computer.

The sound of a chat message on a computer is heard.

BEN: Hey, Ms. Intellectual. Uh... How was your weekend?
BEN’S COMPUTER: SEND!

JESI responds.

JESI: Hey you. Pretty good. Thanks for asking.
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JESI’'S COMPUTER: (Very fast.) Happy face emoji. SEND!

JESI: Good to hear from you. Hung out with friends. Had brunch.

JESI'S COMPUTER: (Very fast) Happy face emoji sticking out
tongue! SEND!

BEN: Sounds relaxing.

BEN’S COMPUTER: (Very fast) Happy face emoji with tongue
sticking out, smiling, with glasses on. Thumbs up emoji. High five

ji. My hand slipped. People say
e clumsy. Too many emojis!

emoji. SEND!

JESI: It was.

JESI’'S COMPUTER: (Very fast.) Happy face emoji with winking eye.
Three thumbs up emojis. Monkey swinging from emoji.
SEND!

BEN: Cool.

BEN’S COMPUTER: SEND.

JESI'S COMPUTER: (Very fast.) Ocean e w on emoji. Stars
emoji. Sun emoji. Sun emoji. Sun e emoji. Sun emoji. Sun
emoji. Sun emoji. Sun emoji. Sun emgji. Sun emoji. Sun emoji. Sun
emoji. Sun emoji. Sun emoji. emoji®Chicken with a big thumbs
up emoji. SEND!

JESI: Ooops. Sorry about thatlast e
that I’'m sure of myself w@

JESI’'S COMPUTER: D

BEN’S COMPUT opotamus standing on one foot with an

umbrella in one hapd while holding a platter of pancakes with one

emoji. SEND!

JESI: We've been chatting for nearly two weeks and it's so nice when
you find someone that has the same values and sense of humor,
don’t you?

JESI’'S COMPUTER: Two people looking at each other in love emoji.

Beat.
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JESI’'S COMPUTER: Erase, erase, erase. Two people grinning at
each other emoiji. Giant thumbs up emoji!

JESI isn’t sure if she should send the text. Pause. Finally, she does.

JESI’'S COMPUTER: SEND!
BEN: You're right. | think I'm in love...

A long pause. He’s not sure whether to send the message. Finally... he
does.

BEN’S COMPUTER: SEND!
BEN: (Typing rapidly.) With the online version of y
BEN’S COMPUTER: SEND!

JESI reads this. BEN waits for a respon§e. JE little coy. BEN is
waiting for a response. Choreographedithey both simultaneously take
the last sip of coffee from their cupgstand d head to the BARISTA.

BEN and JESI: Refill ple
BARISTA: Sure thing!

The BARISTA smi es to get their refills. A long pause as they

look at each other. both smile. No words. Finally... BEN is about
{ to "her. BARISTA has ‘refilled” their coffees’

BAR @ ere you go!
BEN a SI: Thank you!

They both take their coffee cups and simultaneously cross back to their
seats. As they leave, the BARISTA smiles.

JESI: (Very methodical in her response.) | might be...
JESI’'S COMPUTER: SEND!

JESI: In love with you too.

JESI’'S COMPUTER: SEND!
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BEN reads this. He jumps up and does a silent little dance of joy and
then immediately sits back down. JESI doesn’t notice him.

BEN: This is.... Amazing!

BEN’S COMPUTER: Fireworks emoji! SEND!

JESI: | agree.

JESI’'S COMPUTER: (Very fast.) Winky face emoji. Face with hearts
as eyes emoji, Heart emoji. Heart emoji. Heart emoji. Heart emaji.
Heart emoji. Two people smiling with a heart in between them.
(Beat.) SEND!

BEN and JESI both smile. They look at their scre d then look
across the table at each other still smiling, in love, lizing that it’s
the two of them.

JESI: Now...

JESI’'S COMPUTER: SEND!

JESI: When can we meet in persoh?
JESI’'S COMPUTER: SEND!

The look of joy evaporates
looks at BEN’'S COM
his hair with his h ightens his shirt collar, smells himself.

BEN’S COMPUTER: SEND!

JESI: Alittle.

JESI’'S COMPUTER: SEND!

JESI: Who am | kidding... a lot!

JESI’'S COMPUTER: A hundred exclamations points and SEND!

BEN: | can’t wait.

BEN’S COMPUTER: A simple smiley face with hearts for the eyes
emoji. SEND!

JESI: Me neither!
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JESI’'S COMPUTER: SEND!

JESI: So, what do you think?

JESI’'S COMPUTER: SEND!

BEN: | think... it's time.

BEN’S COMPUTER: SEND!

BEN and JESI: Great!

BEN’S COMPUTER and JESI'S COMPUTER: DOUBLE SEND!

BEN and JESI: Where should be meet?

BEN’S COMPUTER and JESI'S COMPUTER: DOUBLE SEND?!

BEN: Do you want to go to a concert?

BEN’S COMPUTER: Emoji of music playing. SEND!

JESI: Alittle loud don’t you think?

JESI’S COMPUTER: SEND?

BEN: Yeah, you're right. What about Italian fo6d

BEN’S COMPUTER: An ltalian guy with a @
spaghetti emoji. SEND!

JESI: Could be a little messy for a first'date.

JESI’'S COMPUTER: SEND!

BEN: True. (Beat.) Hey. What

BEN and JESI: A coffee

BEN’S COMPUTER anc
Smily face emoji. S

JESI: That sound

ustache making

BEN’S COMPUTER: SEND!

BEN: Good coffee.

BEN’S COMPUTER: SEND!

BEN: Great atmosphere.

BEN’S COMPUTER: SEND!

JESI: Me too! What's it called?

JESI'S COMPUTER: SEND!

BEN and JESI: It's a Grind!

BEN’S COMPUTER and JESI’'S COMPUTER: DOUBLE SEND!
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BEN: Been there?
BEN’S COMPUTER: Emoiji of a bean. Smiley winky face. SEND.
JESI: Love that place.

JESI’'S COMPUTER: Smiley facing blowing a kiss. SEND.

BEN: So... should we meet there?

BEN’S COMPUTER: SEND!

JESI: When?

JESI'S COMPUTER: SEND!

BEN: Say in ten minutes?

BEN’S COMPUTER: SEND!

BEN: Do you need more time? Or is that too soon?

BEN’S COMPUTER: SEND!

JESI reads the message and looks at herself. deep breath.
BEN is anxiously waiting for her response.

JESI: That's perfect. I'll see you in ten minute
JESI’'S COMPUTER: Happy facefémaoji! !
BEN: Great. How will | recogni u?

BEN’S COMPUTER: SE
JESI: Oh right. I'll be wez
JESI’'S COMPUTER:
JESI: What abou

asses and a green sweater.

BEN’S COMPUTER: SEND!

BEN and JESI: | can’t wait to meet you!

BEN’S COMPUTER and JESI'S COMPUTER: The most EXCITED
SEND EVER!

JESI: Oh no! My power is almost out.

JESI stands with her computer plug, looking for an outlet. She finds
one, next to BEN. She crosses to him.
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JESI: Hi... again.

BEN: Oh hi.

JESI: My computer just died. Do you mind if | plug in my—
BEN: Sure! No problem. Let me help you.

He smiles and takes her plug and plugs it in. They both smile and look
at each other. Beat.

JESI: Thanks.
BEN: You're welcome.

She crosses back to her table and looks at her co r anddtypes.

Beat. They both stop typing for a moment and simu sly look over

at each other and smile. They are both &' y something
D O

simultaneously when... The sound of the e machine again.
Blackout. Music. Lights slowly rise.

it ND
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